

Lesson Seed #4
Grade 12: Searching for Justice

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

Seed #4: Socratic Seminar
Text Models:*
	“Wounded Knee Creek” by N. Scott Momaday

“Three Thousand Dollar Death Song” by Wendy Rose
“The Man He Killed” by Thomas Hardy

“At the Justice Department, November 15, 1969” by Denise Levertov

“Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters


	“Oaks Tutt” by Edgar Lee Masters

“If We Must Die” by Claude McKay

“Miss Rosie” by Lucille Clifton

“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou

“Arise, Chicano” by Angela de Hoyos




*IMPORTANT NOTE:  These poems touch on sensitive, mature topics. They should be considered possible, not required, texts. As with all materials in these units, these poems have not gone through a review and approval process. Local school systems should make a determination as to their appropriateness.  In addition, when selecting specific poems for study, teachers should consider the link between these poems and the research project  in this unit.  Wise choices will make the research piece go more smoothly for teachers, media specialists, and students.

Standards
Reading Literature

CCSS.RL.11-12.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

CCSS.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.


Writing
CCSS.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL11-12.1a-d
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

Language

CCSS.L.11-12.5a, 5b, 6
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text.

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Student Outcomes

Students will 

· evaluate their strengths and weaknesses in seminar discussions and set goals to address areas of weaknesses
· participate effectively in a Socratic Seminar discussion of the poems
· record in their writer’s notebooks thoughts about connections between the ideas in poetry and the theme, essential question, and their selected quotation for the unit
· reflect on their performance during this seminar discussion and set goals for future discussions

Possible Resources:*
Socratic Seminar
http://www.nwabr.org/education/pdfs/PRIMER/PrimerPieces/SocSem.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/socratic-seminars-30600.html
Poems
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/106595260/Momadaypoem
http://www.ellenscorner.reocities.com/SoHo/cafe/9942/rose.htm
http://www.illyria.com/hardyman.html
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/238106
http://www.bartleby.com/84/157.html
http://www.bartleby.com/84/207.html
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15250
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15600
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/still-i-rise/
http://chicanopoet.blogspot.com/2009/09/arise-chicano-in-your-migrants-world-of.html
*Websites have not undergone a review. Local school systems will have to determine their appropriateness for use with students. Teachers should adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy in place in their local school systems regarding their use.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.
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