

Lesson Seed #1
Grade 12: Searching for Justice

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.
Seed #1: Opening of Unit

Text Models: Quotations about justice; the word justice; the essential question for the unit

Standards
Writing

CCSS.W.11-12.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Language

CCSS.L.11-12.4c, 4d, 5

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

Student Outcomes

Students will 
· conduct a word study of the word justice by examining its denotation, connotation, etymology, structure, and its relationship to other, related words (e.g., freedom, liberty, etc.)

· read, analyze, and react to a series of quotations about justice*
· compose in their writer’s notebook a working response to the essential question for the unit: “Is it enough simply to call attention to injustice, or does achieving true justice require something more?”
· reach consensus on norms for a “just” class
· establish a writer’s notebook that they will populate throughout the unit
Possible Resources:

http://quoteworld.org/categories/justice**
· Justice is a certain rectitude of mind whereby a man does what he ought to do in circumstances confronting him.  
Saint Thomas Aquinas

· Reconciliation should be accompanied by justice, otherwise it will not last.  While we all hope for peace it shouldn’t be peace at any cost but peace based on principle, on justice.                                                      Corazon Aquino

· Think on this doctrine,--that reasoning beings were created for one another's sake; that to be patient is a branch of justice, and that men sin without intending it.                                                                             Marcus Aelius Aurelius
· We can become anything. That is why injustice is impossible here. There may be the accident of birth, there is no accident of death. Nothing forces us to remain what we were. 



 John Berger
· Men feel that cruelty to the poor is a kind of cruelty to animals. They never feel that it is an injustice to equals; nay it is treachery to comrades.  







 G.K. Chesterton

· There is no such thing as justice--in or out of court. 




 Clarence Darrow

· True patriotism hates injustice in its own land more than anywhere else.                              Clarence Darrow

· One man's justice is another's injustice; one man's beauty another's ugliness; one man's wisdom another's folly.  
Ralph Waldo Emerson

· Without justice courage is weak.  






Benjamin Franklin

· Rigid justice is the greatest injustice.  





Dr. Thomas Fuller

· Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  




Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

· Maturity is the ability to do a job whether or not you are supervised, to carry money without spending it and to bear an injustice without wanting to get even.  





Ann Landers
· Man's capacity for justice makes democracy possible; but man's inclination to injustice makes democracy necessary.              Reinhold Niebuhr
· This is a court of law, young man, not a court of justice.  



Oliver Wendell Holmes
· Justice in the life and conduct of the State is possible only as first it resides in the hearts and souls of the citizens.  Author Unknown

· Justice is always violent to the party offending, for every man is innocent in his own eyes.  Daniel Defoe

  

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Aleksandr_Solzhenitsyn**

· Justice is conscience, not a personal conscience but the conscience of the whole of humanity. Those who clearly recognize the voice of their own conscience usually recognize also the voice of justice. 
Letter to three students (October 1967) as translated in Solzhenitsyn: A Documentary Record (1970) edited by Leopold Labedz (1970) “The Struggle Intensifies"

http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/social-justice**

· In keeping silent about evil, in burying it so deep within us that no sign of it appears on the surface, we are implanting it, and it will rise up a thousand fold in the future. When we neither punish nor reproach evildoers, we are not simply protecting their trivial old age, we are thereby ripping the foundations of justice from beneath new generations.

 


Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago 1918-1956 

http://www.quotedb.com/quotes/3642**

· True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of justice. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the Montgomery Bus Boycott
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=129609461
· The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.  


Paraphrased by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., from a quotation by Theodore Parker

Other Sites

http://www.quotationspage.com/subjects/justice/**

http://www.bartleby.com/quotations/**

*When selecting quotations, teachers should consider the link between these quotations and the research project at the end of this unit.  Wise choices will make the research piece go more smoothly for teachers, media specialists, and students.

**Teachers may wish to confirm the language of these quotations before using them with students.  Quotations often appear in slightly different forms from source to source.  As always, these quotations are only suggestions.  Teachers remain free to choose their own materials.  In addition, teachers should adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy in place in their local school systems regarding the use of Internet sources. These websites have not been through a review process. Again, they are only suggestions.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.
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