

Lesson Seed #10
Grade 12: Searching for Justice

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

Seed #10: Revising and editing writing
Text Models: Excerpt from Susan B. Anthony’s speech titled, “Is it a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote”?
Standards:
Writing

CCSS.W.11-12.2a-f, 4, 5, 6, 9b, 10
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 on page 54.)

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.


Speaking and Listening
CCSS.SL.11-12.1a-d
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
Language

CCSS.L.11-12.1b, 2a, 2b, 3a, 6
1. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Observe hyphenation conventions.

b. Spell correctly.

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.

6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Student Outcomes

Students will 
· draft an informative/explanatory piece explaining the appeal of Anthony’s speech, using technology as appropriate
· as needed, participate in targeted mini-lessons to address precision and effect of language, consistency of tone and style, eliminating wordiness and redundancy, correcting inappropriate shifts in voice and mood, parallel structure, and hyphenation

· revise and edit their draft, focusing on precision and effect of language, consistency of tone and style, eliminating wordiness and redundancy, correcting inappropriate shifts in voice and mood, parallel structure, and hyphenation

· participate in paired and small-group peer review sessions to discuss, evaluate, and improve each other’s writing, using technology as appropriate
· reach consensus on a class rubric to evaluate their writing, using the characteristics outlined in CCSS.11-12.W.2a-f as well as selected CCSS for Language
· prepare a final piece of writing for publication, using technology as appropriate
Possible Resources:*
Anthony’s Speech
Excerpted from the version of Anthony’s speech at “Voices of Democracy: The U.S. Oratory Project.”

URL: http://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/anthony-is-it-a-crime-speech-text/
Writing Resources
https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/support/writingcenter/resourcesforwriters
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/teaching_writing (National Writing Project)

http://cai.ucdavis.edu/caihandouts/2001writingresources.html
As always, websites are only suggestions. These sites have not been through a review process, so teachers should adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy in place in their local school systems regarding their use. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.
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