

Unit At-A-Glance

Grade 12 English: Searching for Justice

	Week One

	Unit opener: Analyze the word justice as well as sundry quotations about justice; respond to the unit’s essential question; establish norms for a “just” class

Text Models: Sundry quotations about justice
Standards: W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4c, 4d, 5
Collaborative discussion

Routine Writing: Establish a writer’s notebook for this unit; reflect on initial thoughts about justice and selected quotation


	Text Models:  Selected protest songs*
“I Ain’t Marchin’ Anymore” (Phil Ochs)

“Strange Fruit” (Billie Holiday)

“Whose Side Are You On?” (Florence Reece)

“This Land Is Your Land” (Woody Guthrie)

Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 5, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4c, 4d, 5

Collaborative discussion
Literary Analysis
Routine Writing: In the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the lyrics; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question


	Text Models:  Selected protest songs*
“I Ain’t Marchin’ Anymore” (Phil Ochs)

“Strange Fruit” (Billie Holiday)

“Whose Side Are You On?” (Florence Reece)

“This Land Is Your Land” (Woody Guthrie)

Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 5, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4c, 4d, 5

Collaborative discussion
Literary Analysis
Routine Writing: In the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the lyrics; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model: Images of justice and injustice: See Lesson Seed for some suggested resources for locating images. *
Standards: RI.11-12.1, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1
Collaborative discussion
Literary Analysis
Routine Writing: In the writer’s notebook, reflect on the issues of justice and injustice inherent in the image; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model: Images of justice and injustice: See Lesson Seed for some suggested resources for locating images. *
Standards: RI.11-12.1, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1
Collaborative discussion
Literary Analysis
Routine Writing: In the writer’s notebook, reflect on the issues of justice and injustice inherent in the image; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question
Assignment: Choose either a protest song or an image and conduct an independent analysis for homework.




*See note regarding approval and use of songs, images, poems, and film clips on the accompanying lesson seeds.

	Week Two 

	Text Models: Selected poetry: *
“Wounded Knee Creek” by N. Scott Momaday
“Three Thousand Dollar Death Song” by Wendy Rose
“The Man He Killed” by Thomas Hardy

“At the Justice Department, November 15, 1969” by Denise Levertov

“Lucinda Matlock,”  “Oaks Tutt” by Edgar Lee Masters
 “If We Must Die” by Claude McKay

“Miss Rosie” by Lucille Clifton

“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou

“Arise, Chicano” by Angela de Hoyos

Standards: RL.11-12.1, 2, 4, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4a, 4c; 5a, 5b
Literary Analysis: Close analytic reading
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the poems; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Models: Selected poetry: *
“Wounded Knee Creek” by N. Scott Momaday
“Three Thousand Dollar Death Song” by Wendy Rose
“The Man He Killed” by Thomas Hardy

“At the Justice Department, November 15, 1969” by Denise Levertov

“Lucinda Matlock,”  “Oaks Tutt” by Edgar Lee Masters
 “If We Must Die” by Claude McKay

“Miss Rosie” by Lucille Clifton

“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou

“Arise, Chicano” by Angela de Hoyos

Standards: RL.11-12.1, 2, 4, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4a, 4c; 5a, 5b
Literary Analysis: Close analytic reading
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the poems; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Models: Selected poetry: *
“Wounded Knee Creek” by N. Scott Momaday
“Three Thousand Dollar Death Song” by Wendy Rose
“The Man He Killed” by Thomas Hardy

“At the Justice Department, November 15, 1969” by Denise Levertov

“Lucinda Matlock,”  “Oaks Tutt” by Edgar Lee Masters
 “If We Must Die” by Claude McKay

“Miss Rosie” by Lucille Clifton

“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou

“Arise, Chicano” by Angela de Hoyos

Standards: RL.11-12.1, 2, 4, 6, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4a, 4c; 5a, 5b
Literary Analysis: Close analytic reading
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the poems; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Models: Selected poetry: *
“Wounded Knee Creek” by N. Scott Momaday
“Three Thousand Dollar Death Song” by Wendy Rose
“The Man He Killed” by Thomas Hardy

“At the Justice Department, November 15, 1969” by Denise Levertov

“Lucinda Matlock,”  “Oaks Tutt” by Edgar Lee Masters
 “If We Must Die” by Claude McKay

“Miss Rosie” by Lucille Clifton

“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou

“Arise, Chicano” by Angela de Hoyos

Standards: RL.11-12.1, 2, 4, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1a-d; L.11-12.5a, 5b, 6
Literary Analysis
Socratic Seminar
Routine Writing: In the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the poems; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question
	Text Model: Self-selected poem from class study and one that was not chosen for study*
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 2, 4, 10;

W.11-12.2, 4, 5, 9a, 10; L.11-12.1, 2, 3a, 5a, 5b
Extended Writing: In-class, timed analytic writing that compares the theme and style of two poems

Routine Writing In the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the poems; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question



	Week Three

	Text Model: “Scroll” passages from Acts II and III of The Merchant of Venice; a detailed synopsis of The Merchant of Venice
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.5
Literary analysis: The text of the three scrolls
Collaborative discussions

Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scrolls; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question


	Text Model:  The Merchant of Venice, Act I, scene iii; Act III, scene i; Act IV, scene i; a detailed synopsis of the entire play
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 7, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4a, 4c,4d, 5
Literary analysis: Close reading and study of three seminal scenes
Collaborative discussions

Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model:  The Merchant of Venice, Act I, scene iii; Act III, scene i; Act IV, scene i; a detailed synopsis of the entire play
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 7, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4a, 4c, 4d, 5
Literary analysis: Close reading and study of three seminal scenes
Collaborative discussions

Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model:  The Merchant of Venice, Act I, scene iii; Act III, scene i; Act IV, scene i; a detailed synopsis of the entire play
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 7, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4a, 4c,4d, 5
Literary analysis: Close reading and study of three seminal scenes
Collaborative discussions

Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model:  The Merchant of Venice, Act I, scene iii; Act III, scene i; Act IV, scene i; a detailed synopsis of the entire play
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 7, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4a, 4c,4d, 5
Literary analysis: Close reading and study of three seminal scenes
Collaborative discussions

Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question



	Week Four

	Text Model:  The Merchant of Venice, Act I, scene iii; Act III, scene i; Act IV, scene i; a detailed synopsis of the entire play
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 7, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4a, 4c, 4d, 5
Analytic Writing: Outline Portia’s argument: ethos, pathos, logos. Is justice served?
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question


	Text Model:  The Merchant of Venice, Act I, scene iii; Act III, scene i; Act IV, scene i; a detailed synopsis of the entire play
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 4, 6, 7, 10; W.11-12.9, 10; SL.11-12.1; L.11-12.4a, 4c, 4d, 5
Analytic Writing: Outline Portia’s argument: ethos, pathos, logos. Is justice served?
Class discussion and presentation of analysis findings
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model: N/A

Standards: W.11-12.7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1. 6
Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question
Routine Writing: Take notes from research; reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model: N/A

Standards: W.11-12.7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1. 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question
Routine Writing: Take notes from research; reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1. 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question
Round table, collaborative discussion to share research findings and connect findings to unit theme and essential question
Routine Writing: Take notes from research; reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question



	Week Five

	Text Models: Clips from films on issues of justice and injustice*
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 3, 5, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1a-d, 3
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the film clips; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question
	Text Models: Clips from films on issues of justice and injustice*
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 3, 5, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1a-d, 3
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the film clips; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Models: Clips from films on issues of justice and injustice*
Standards: RL.11-12.1, 3, 5, 10; W.11-12.10; SL.11-12.1a-d, 3
Connecting argument to the unit’s theme of searching for justice
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the scenes; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question

	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”

Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question


	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”
Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question



	Week Six

	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”

Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question


	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”

Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question
	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”

Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question
	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”

Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question
	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”

Standards: RI.11-12.1, 2, 3, 6, 10; W.11-12.2, 10; SL.11-12.1, 4; L.11-12.1, 2
Routine Writing: Responses to text-dependent questions; in the writer’s notebook, reflect on the justice and injustice inherent in the excerpt; extend initial thoughts about the selected quotation and essential question


	Week Seven

	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”
Standards: W.11-12.2a-f, 4, 5, 6, 9b, 10; SL.11-12.1a-d; L.11-12.1b, 2a, 2b, 3a, 6
Analytic Writing: Peer revision and focused grammar and usage lessons
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook: reflections on selected quotations and essential question 
	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”
Standards: W.11-12.2a-f, 4, 5, 6, 9b, 10; SL.11-12.1a-d; L.11-12.1b, 2a, 2b, 3a, 6

Analytic Writing: Peer revision and focused grammar and usage lessons
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook: reflections on selected quotations and essential question
	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”
Standards: W.11-12.2a-f, 4, 5, 6, 9b, 10; SL.11-12.1a-d; L.11-12.1b, 2a, 2b, 3a, 6

Analytic Writing: Peer revision and focused grammar and usage lessons
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook: reflections on selected quotations and essential question 
	Text Model: Excerpt from the speech “Is It a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?”
Standards: W.11-12.2a-f, 4, 5, 6, 9b, 10; SL.11-12.1a-d; L.11-12.1b, 2a, 2b, 3a, 6

Analytic Writing: Peer revision and focused grammar and usage lessons
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook: reflections on selected quotations and essential question
	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1, 6

Research Project: Local, state, national, and international issues that either support or refute the essence of the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook: reflections on selected quotations and essential question 




	Week Eight

	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1, 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question
Round table, collaborative discussion to share research findings and connect findings to unit theme and essential question

Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook
	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.2, 7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1, 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question; presentation of an argument that takes a position on the essential question of the unit
Prepare presentation of research findings; synthesize research with texts studied in the unit to make a final argument related to the unit’s theme and essential question
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook
	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.2, 7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1, 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question; presentation of an argument that takes a position on the essential question of the unit
Prepare presentation of research findings; synthesize research with texts studied in the unit to make a final argument related to the unit’s theme and essential question
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook
	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.2, 7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1, 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question; presentation of an argument that takes a position on the essential question of the unit
Prepare presentation of research findings; synthesize research with texts studied in the unit to make a final argument related to the unit’s theme and essential question
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook

	Text Model: N/A
Standards: W.11-12.2, 7, 8, 10; SL.11-12.4, 5, 6; L.11-12.1, 6

Short, focused research project: Local, state, national, and international issues related to the quotation and/or the unit’s essential question; presentation of an argument that takes a position on the essential question of the unit
Prepare presentation of research findings; synthesize research with texts studied in the unit to make a final argument related to the unit’s theme and essential question
Routine Writing: Writer’s notebook



*See note regarding approval and use of songs, images, poems, and film clips on the accompanying lesson seeds.
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