

Lesson Seed #5
Grade 11: Independence


Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

Seed #5: American literary nonfiction
Suggested Texts: Excerpts from the following texts:  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass; Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Seneca Falls Convention, 1848; as well as Abigail Adams’ “Letter to John Adams”
Standards

CCSS.RI.11-12.1, 6, 10

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.
10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.W.11-12.2, 10

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCSS.SL.11-12.4
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

CCSS.L.11-12.5
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

Student Outcomes

· Students will read excerpts from the following texts:  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass; Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Seneca Falls Convention, 1848; as well as Abigail Adams’ “Letter to John Adams” and respond to text-dependent questions.
· Students will apply a strategy for analyzing the content and style of one of the excerpts.
· Students will present the findings of their analysis to the class, focusing on the excerpt’s strongest features. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions.
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