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What is it not? What is it? What is it like?
\ 4
Literate
The Word
What are not What are
examples? examples?
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Capacities of Literate Individuals
CCSS for ELA & Literacy, p. 7

Standards for Mathematical Practice
CCSS for Mathematics, p. 6

1. They demonstrate independence.

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving
them.

2. They build strong content knowledge.

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

3. They respond to the varying demands of audience,
task, purpose, and discipline.

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning
of others.

4. They comprehend as well as critique.

4. Model with mathematics.

5. They value evidence.

5. Use appropriate tools strategically.

6. They use technology and digital media strategically
and capably.

6. Attend to precision.

7. They come to understand other perspectives and
cultures.

7. Look for and make use of structure.

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.
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Babbitt, Natalie. Tuck Everlasting. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1975.
(1975) From Chapter 12

The sky was a ragged blaze of red and pink and orange, and its double trembled on
the surface of the pond like color spilled from a paintbox. The sun was dropping fast now, a
soft red sliding egg yolk, and already to the east there was a darkening to purple. Winnie,
newly brave with her thoughts of being rescued, climbed boldly into the rowboat. The hard
heels of her buttoned boots made a hollow banging sound against its wet boards, loud in
the warm and breathless quiet. Across the pond a bullfrog spoke a deep note of warning.
Tuck climbed in, too, pushing off, and, settling the oars into their locks, dipped them into
the silty bottom in one strong pull. The rowboat slipped from the bank then, silently, and
glided out, tall water grasses whispering away from its sides, releasing it.

Here and there the still surface of the water dimpled, and bright rings spread
noiselessly and vanished. “Feeding time,” said Tuck softly. And Winnie, looking down, saw
hosts of tiny insects skittering and skating on the surface.

“Best time of all for fishing,” he said, “when they come up to feed.”

He dragged on the oars. The rowboat slowed and began to drift gently toward the
farthest end of the pond. It was so quiet that Winnie almost jumped when the bullfrog
spoke again. And then, from the tall pines and birches that ringed the pond, a wood thrush
caroled. The silver notes were pure and clear and lovely.

“Know what that is, all around us, Winnie?” said Tuck, his voice low. “Life. Moving,
growing, changing, never the same two minutes together. This water, you look out at it
every morning, and it looks the same, but it ain’t. All night long it’s been moving, coming in
through the stream back there to the west, slipping out through the stream down east here,

always quiet, always new, moving on. You can’t hardly see the current, can you? And
sometimes the wind makes it look like it's going the other way. But it’s always there, the

water’s always moving on, and someday, after a long while, it comes to the ocean.”

o Students read Natalie Babbitt’s Tuck Everlasting and describe in depth the idyllic setting

of the story, drawing on specific details in the text, from the color of the sky to the sounds
of the pond, to describe the scene.[RL.4.3]
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Student Sample: Grade 1,
Informative/Explanatory
This informative report was produced in class.

My Big Book About Spain
Spain is in Europe. Spain is located in the south

Annotations:
western tip of Europe. Europe is a far away place
from here. Spain has a lot of fiestas. In some of the
fiestas they make mask and make special food too.
Spain has bull fights and | would want to see one. |
think Spain looks like a upside down hat. In some
of the fiestas the people are loud. Some of the
fiestas are even beautiful and colorful. Spain has a
lot of diffrent people. In the bull fights they make
the bulls tired and make them fall out. Spain is very
colorful even if you go there you will see I’m right.
Spain has 5 neighbors. Spain’s neighbors are

France, Andorra, Algeria, Portugul and Morocco.

One day when | am a researcher | am going to go to

Spain and write about it!

From CCSS, Appendix C, p. 11
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Student Sample: Grade 3, Narrative
This narrative was produced in class, and the writer
likely received support from the teacher.

When my Puppys Ranaway Annotations:
One night when the air was warm, my puppys were
sleeping on the back porch. Me and my sisters were
getting ready for bed. | read a chapter from my
Nancy Drew book. When I finished the chapter |
turned out my lamp. | wuldn’t go to sleep.
I went into the living room. | saw my mom getting
ready to walk out the door. | asked “Where are you
going?” “Just for a drive” she replied. She had a
worried exspression on her face.
I knew something was wrong. | thought maybe if |
went outside and played with my puppys. | would
forget about moms worried expression and go to
sleep.
When | opened The back door | excpected my
puppys Maggie and Tucker to jump up on me.

They didn’t come at all. | called, they still didn’t

come.

From CCSS, Appendix C, p. 22
English Language Arts. Educator Effectiveness Academy. Summer 2011. Maryland State Department of Education
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Now I knew somthing was wrong. | went and woke Annotations:
up my dad, he said moms got it under control |

thought mom had taken them to the vet because
somthing was really wrong. Dad wouldn’t tell me
anything else. That’s all I rembered about that night
because | fell asleep. The next day I still worried. |
worried all through school. When | got home from
ne and my mom made a snack for sisters.

I asked my mom, “so wereare the puppys”? Her
eyes started to fill with tears as she answered my
question with 3 words, “I don’t know,” she burst
into tears. So did I. She hugged me. “If we never
find them I an sure they will have a good home.

I went outside and sat in moms rocking chair. |
cried some more. Mom cane out | got up. She sat
down and motioned ne by waving her hand to come,
and sit on her lap. | went over and cried on her
shoulder.

After dinner that night we went looking for them,
we couldn’t find them at all.

My dad after work each day went to the pound to
see if they had picked them up. They didn’t at all.

I’ve gotten over them leaving because mom says we

can get 2 new puppys very soon.

From CCSS, Appendix C, p. 22
English Language Arts. Educator Effectiveness Academy. Summer 2011. Maryland State Department of Education
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Student Sample: Grade 2, Argument (opinion)
This opinion piece about a work of literature was
produced in class.

Owl Moon Annotations:
When you go owling you don’t need words, or
worm or any thing, but hope. This is the book of
Owl Moon. This book is written by Jane Yolen. |
like that phrase Because The boy was happy becaus
he got to go owling and hes been wonted to go
owling for a long time and he finally got to go.
When the other Kids are happy that makes me
happy. | like it Because it makes me feel good

Because you don’t af’t to have words to go owling

but you haf’t to have hope to see an owl.

From CCSS, Appendix C, p. 15
English Language Arts. Educator Effectiveness Academy. Summer 2011. Maryland State Department of Education



